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Pierre  Eug&ne Du Simit ikre - Early American Bibliophile.  

B I O G R A P H I E S  

par  Martin LEVEY (Ph.D. ) 
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The l i b r a r y  of Pierre  Eug&ne Du Simitikre was one of the  
e a r l i e s t  i n  America t o  be devoted i n  l a rge  pa r t  t o  science and na- 
t u r a l  h i s to ry .  It i s  worthy of i n t e r e s t  t o  students o f  eighteenth 
century America as being the co l lec t ion  of the  founder of the f i r s t  
American museum of natura l  h i s to ry ,  cal led the  American lhusaeum ( 1 ) .  

Du Simit ikre,  antiquary, artist ,  n a t u r a l i s t ,  curator  and 
bibliographer was born about 1736 i n  the Republic of Geneva ( 2 ) .  He 
was of Swiss o r ig in  by h i s  own statement although he has been va- 
r iously  referred t o  as I t a l i a n  o r  French, A t  a very ea r ly  age, he 
arrived i n  the West Indies,  probably soon a f t e r  the  year 1750. For 
a period o f  over t e n  years he traveled extensively i n  the  is lands ,  
gathering h i s t o r i c a l  materials ,  na tura l  h i s to ry  specimens, collec- 
t ing  coins and making water color  drawings o f  the i s l a n d s t f l o r a  . 
and fauna. I n  t h i s  period, Du Simit igre acquired a fluency i n  the  
English tongue, Hence, upon h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  New York i n  1764 or 1765, 
he was prepared t o  continue h i s  work of co l lec t ing  without interrup- 
t ion.  

For short  periods, Du Simit ikre l ived successively i n  New 
York, Burlington, N . J . ,  Philadelphia and B o s t ~ n .  Then i n  1769, 
while i n  New York, he became a natural ized c i t i z e n  ( 3 J .  After a 
brief  s t ay  here, Du Simitihre f i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  permanently i n  Phila- 
delphia. He was known well enough by 1768 t o  have been elected a 
member of the  American Philosophical Society. From 1777-1781, he 
was one of the  th ree  curators  of the socie ty  (4 ) .  The College of 
New Jersey,  i n  1781, conferred upon him an honorary degree of 
Master of Arts. 

Du Simitikre was endowed with a considerable a r t i s t i c  ta-  
l en t  and was an excellent  p o r t r a i t  painter .  He made designs f o r  
publications such as the vignet te  f o r  the  t i t l e  page of Robert 
Aitkenl s Pennsylvania ~agazzne ,  published i n  1775-6 and the  fron- 
t i sp iece  f n r  the  U n i e d  S ta tes  Magazine i n  1779, We have h i s  pic- 
ture  of a "New ~lzc-a'1 Machinett i n  the  t h i rd  number of the 
Pennsylvania Magazine . -- 

I n  1776, the  committee appointed by Congress t o  commemorate 
the Declaration of Independence with a nat ional  s e a l  engaged h i s  
assistance.  I n  t h i s  connection, John Adams, one of the committee, 
wrote of Du Simit ihre t o  h i s  wife i n  a l e t t e r  dated Philadelphia,  
August 14, 1776 ( 5) : 

"1 am put upon a committee t o  prepare a device f o r  a g o l -  
den medal, t o  commemorate the  surrender of Boston t o  the  American 
arms, and upon another t o  prepare devices f o r  a great  sea l  f o r  the 
confederated Sta tes .  There i s  a gentleman here of French extract ion,  
whose name i s  Du Simit ihre,  a painter  by profession, whose designs 
are very ingenious, and h i s  drawings well executed. He has been 



apglied t o  f o r  h i s  advice. I waited on him yesterday, and s a w  h i s  
sketches. For the medal he proposes, Liberty, with her spear and 
pileus, leaning on General Washington. The Bri t ish  f l e e t  i n  Boston 
harbor with all t h e i r  sterns toward the town, the American t roops  
marching in. For the sea l  he proposes the arms o f  the several na- 
t ions f r o m  whence America has been peopled, as English, Scotch, 
I r i sh ,  Dutch, German, etc., each i n  a shield.  On one side o f  them, 
Liberty with her pi leus ,  on the other, a r i f l e r  i n  h i s  uniform, 
with h i s  rifle-gun i n  one h a d  and h i s  tomahawk i n  the other; t h i s  
dress and these t r o o p s ,  with t h i s  kind of armor ,  being peculiar t o  
America, unless the dress was known t o  the Romans. Dr.Franklin 
showed me yesterday a book containing an account of the dresses o f  
a l l  the Roman soldiers ,  one of which appeared exactly l i k e  it. This 
ELdu Simitiere is a very curious man. He has begun a collection of 
materials f o r  a his tory o f  t h i s  revolution. He begins with the f i r s t  
advices 3f the t e a  ships. Hy cuts out of the newspapers every s tep  
of intel l igence and every plece o f  speculation, and pastes it upon 
clean paper, arranging these under the head o f  t ha t  S ta te  t o  which 
they belong and intends t o  bind them up i n  volurues. He has a l i s t  
of every speculation and pamphlet concerning independence, and ano- 
ther of those coiicerning forms of government." 

In  1779, Du Simitihre drew a por t r a i t  of Washington f r o m  a 
s i t t i ng .  This prof i le  head of Washington appears t o  advantage on 
the llWashington Cent of 1791ff and has been perpetuated on a number 
of other co im and medals. Du SimitiBre also painted por t r a i t s  of a 
number of other luminaries of h i s  day such as  Baron Steuben, S i las  
Deane, Joseph Read, Governour M o r r i s ,  General Horatio Gates, John 
Dickinson and Benedict Arnold ( 6 ) .  

Du Simiti&re,  as an a r t i s t ,  was known a l l  over the United 
States by the yeax 1779. General Charles Lee, i n  a jealous rage at 
General Viashington, published a Set of ltQueriestl r e f l ec t ing  on the 
character of Washington. He said: ". . .4th ?%ether, when Monsr .Gerard 
and Don Juan de Morrelles sent those magnificent pictures of h i s  
Excellency General Washington a t  f u l l  length by &:Peal, there wotlld 
have been any impropriety i n  sending over a t  the same time t o  t h e i r  
respective Courts, a t  l e m t  two l i t t l e  heads o f  Gates and Arnold by 
B!Trrde Cieme-biere ? "  (7.8). Du SimitSBre. nevertheless. i s  best known . . a  . 
by h i s  por t r a i t  of Washington, In  f a c t Y s i t  i s  the f i r s t  profi le por- 
trait  known o f  Washington, It was probably taken from l i f e  i n  the 
winter of 1778-9 ( 9 ) .  

But Du SimitiBre w a s  f i r s t  and foremjst a collector.  kn in- 
teres t ing anecdote l e f t  i n  a memorandum by l!ks.Deborah Logan (obtai-l 
ned f rom Charles Thornson) shows the great concern Du Simitikr'e had 
for  valuable works. 

I1V/hen Major &&re was with the Br i t i sh  army i n  Philadelphia 
during the Revolutionary War he w a s  quartered a t  the house of D r .  
Franklin who had l e f t  i n  it much furni ture  and a l s o  h i s  l ibrary.  
When the enemy were about t o  evacuate the City l!I.du Simitiere, a 
well known I t a l i a n  gentleman attached t o  science and the f ine  arts, 
and well acquainted with Andre, waited upon him t o  take leave and 
t o  s o l i c i t  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  prevention i f  any i r r egu la r i t i e s  
shouLd ensue upon t h e i r  leaving the City. He found the kiajor i n  the 
l ibrary  busily employed i n  packing up some books and placing them 
among h i s  own bagzage, par t icular ly  a very scarce and valuable work 
i n  French, a present, i f  I r igh t ly  remember, f r o m  Louis XVI, Icing 
of France, t o  the Pliilosophical Society, of many volumes i n  1 2  



quarto. It was the Jesuits'Account of China, and t h e i r  translat ions 
of Chinese l i t e r a t u r e  published a f t e r  t h e i r  expulsion from China and 
return t o  France. Du Simitiere said he was shoclred a t  the procedure, 
and told him, i n  order tha t  he might make the inference, of the 
s t r i c t l y  just ancl honorable colxluct of the Hessim General Xnyphausen 
with respect t o  General Cadwalader's house and property which had 
been i n  h i s  possess ion~( l0 ) .  

Some idea of the procedure Du SimitiBre employed i n  building 
h i s  collection may be gained from a l e t t e r  he wrote t o  Gov. George 
Clinton. In  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  Du SimitiBre, as he d-id t o  many prominent 
people o f  h i s  day, made a request o f  the Governor t o  a i d  him i n  
collecting h i s  material. 

;'I am r e a l l y  happy t o  think the papers I did myself the ho- 
nour t o  send you have been acceptable, and I beg t o  assure your Ex- 
cellency tha t  I s h a l l  take an uncommon pleasure t o  comunicate every 
thing of the kind tha t  sha l l  come within my reach, indeed it is  well 
the l e a s t  I can do i n  return f o r  what your Excellency is pleased t o  
inform me of  your endeavors t o  procure some o f  the valuable curiosi- 
t i e s  o f  the l a t e  S i r  W i l l i a m  Johnson of whom I have formerly heard 
much, and that  they w i l l  be very acceptable you can have no doubt of ,  
as my extensive collection is  defective i n  tha t  2ar t icular  branch of 
Indian cur ios i t ies  which has never been i n  my power t o  procure, and 
as no person is  s o  well qualified as your Excellency f o r  that  purpose 
I make no doubt but your researches w i l l  be attended with success... 

LtI have very considerably increased my col lect ion of American 
Books and papers since your Excellency was here last ,  f o r  notwith- 
standing tha t  I have not traveled out o f  t h i s  c i t y  f o r  t h i s  four 
years and a h a f ,  yet  I have procured several va3uable materials 
from abroad by means o f  some acquaintances i n  different  p a r t s  of the 
country, but from your s t a t e  I: have received nothing at  a l l ,  tho 1 
had a t  once great expectations, i n  par t icular  from Col .  John Lamb who 
was my chiefest  dependence, but is  seems he has forgot o u r  o l d  ac- 
quaintance as  I have never received any answer t o  the l e t t e r  I wrote 
him l a s t  November, which induced me t o  mention how acceptable it 
would be t o  me such books and pagers both old and new, i n  Dutch o r  
English, re la t ing  t o  the history,  Pol i t ics ,  Indians a f fa i r s ,  etc.,of 
your S ta te .  I beg leave t o  acld as a memorandum the t i t l e s  o f  the 
booltcr I have met with wrote by Dutch authors as very probably some 
of them might f a l l  i n  your Excellencyts possession, and I have none 
o-f them i n  my l ibrary .  . . i t ( l l ) .  

Du Simitibre died i n  October, 1784, and was buried i n  S t .  
Peter s churchyard i n  Philadelphia (12) . In  March, 1785, (13), h i s  
administrators announced the sa le  of Du SimitiBrets American Musaew~~.. 
The administrators were two  o f  the mos t  prominent men of the day: 
1,ktthew Clarkson, who was l a t e r  appointed delegate t o  the United 

.S ta tes  Congress by the Pennsylvania Assembly, and Ebenezer Hazard, 
postmaster general o f  the United States.  A broad-side, meaeuring 
184;' x 2 4 ~ ; ;  , , was printed describing i n  d e t a i l  the material t o  be 
s o l d .  Here axe l i s t e d  th i r ty  s i x  l o t s  divided into itbooks, coins, 
cur ios i t ies ,  drawings and pr in ts ,  h o r t i  s i c c i  =id American moneya. 
Subsumed by the f i r s t  are t i t l e s  o f  volumes on architecture, alma- 
nacs a d  regis ters ,  dict ionaries and grammars, a r t ,  rel igion,  geo- 
graphy, astronomy, heraldry, h i s  tory, mathematics, natural  history,  
physics and surgery, poetry, voyages and t r ave l  and American history.  

The Library Company o f  Philadelphia (141, on March 10, 1785, 
a t  public vendue, purchased f o r  the sum of b104.6. many of the boolcs, 
gapers and sketches of Du Simitihre 's  collection.  A twenty two page 



manuscript list of the newspapers and pamphlets thus bought is found 
in the volume "Du Simitibre Scrapsl1. Very little is known concerning 
the whereabouts ef some of the lots of the sale (15). Of the lots 
mentioned in the Broadside of the Auction, lots 17, 18, 24, 26, 30 
and 31 are in the Libray Company of Philadelphia, now the Ridpay 
Branch of the Free Library of Philadelphia. The original mrargement 
is no longer intact. The present whereabouts of lots 32 and 36 has 
not been determined. Lot 3, "Catalogues of Books and Curiousitiesil, 
probably represents the Du Simitikre manuscript volume acquired by 
the Library of Congress with the Peter Borce Collection. They con- 
sist of three duodecimo volumes labeled ttlemorandalt, embracing his 
data for his contemplated history, the gathering of his collection, 
data about his drawings, books, and other matters. In addition, the 
Library of Congress possesses a Du Sirnitahre "Common Place Bookft 
(folio, in vellum) dated Philadelphia, 1770, containing subject mat- 
ter not American, and a folio "Letter Book of Du Simitibre", with 
memoranda on inserted loose sheets, and including sixty eight pages 
of drafts of letters written 1779-80 to well known personages. 

It is doubtful that all the books and papers listed may be 
considered as having been part of Du Simiti&rels personal library. 
Probably, some were meant to be sold or traded for other material. 
Du Simitihre always seemed to lack the necessary finances to accumu- 
late as large a collection as he might have desired. However, in 
spite of his difficulties, he amassed a sieable cabinet which con- 
tained over one thousand drawings and prints, thousands of books, 
pamphlets and manuscripts relating to natural science, history, po- 
litics and ether subjects, hundreds of issues of newspapers, collec- 
tions of coins, medals, Indian and African antiquities, fossils, 
shells, petrifactions, woods, barks, fruits from the West Indies and 
the American mainland, etc. 

The library of Du Simitihre was obviously that of a cultured 
European. It included works in French, Italian, German, Latin, Dutch 
and other languages; it embraced subjects ranging from astronomy and 
mathematics to religion and occult philosophy. Du Simitihre Is libra- 
ry was truly a miniature bridge of culture between the Old World and 
Colonial America. But Du Simitibre was not enly in touch with Euro- 
pean knowledge and learning, he had an uncanny @asp of the pulse of 
the throbbing events taking place before him in the revolutionary 
New World. This is e~~ident nat o n l y  in his choice of book titles and 
in the selectivity manifested in his manuscript, pamphlet and news- 
paper collections but in his scientific interests in study and col- 
lection of minerals and specimens of the flora and fauna of the 
West Indies and the Colonies, a task at which he labored mightily. 

Notes: 
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PP-349-356 (Phila., 1889). 

3. Journal of the Le~islative Council of the _Cola of New P,o~k~.~ 
r , 1743 .~2,2,~2~52"~1~7~5-. 1708 ( Albany, 18 - + 

4. Emly Proceedings... American Philo cal S ~ c i e a  1744 1838 
PP.. 9 9 , -hila. , 



5. Charles Francis Adams, Paniiliar Letters of John Adam and His 
Bif e Asail ~d ~ ~ ~ , u T T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o T U ~ T O ~ ; ~ : ; W ~ . ~ ~ T O ~ ~ ~ ~ Y ~ ~ " F E  T87 6 ) . --- ---- - _U_- 

6. Cf. William Dunlap, A Histor of the Rise and Prop.ress of the 
A X ~ S  of Desi n . -  in the -v-- -- nited ,.,, ,.,-,, s ~ ~ ~ T S T L I ,  9 p.2g~~6~t^o%~f9'i~), 
%o sta=+at a n a e r  o f ~ u  Simitihre heads were engraved by 
Benjamin Reading and published in a quarto volume  ondo don, 1783). 

7, Maryland Journal and Balt imored4!~ver&iser, July 6, 177 9. 
8. Collections of the - New -.- York __-- Historical - -.- _-I-. Societ~for - 1873 pe336 

(New York, 1874T 
9. William S .Baker, -,- Peimsylvania --.- --.- ---- 'lafizane XIII, pp.349-56, 

(Phila. , 1889) . 
10. Pennsylvania Magazine - VIII, p. 430 (Phila., 1884) . 
11. Charles De F.Burns, The American -- Antiquarian - 11, no.1, pp.102-4, 

(New York, 1871). 
12. Rev.William White Bronson, The Inscriptions in St.Peterls Church 

Yard, - pp. 565-7 (camden, 1879) . 
13. CfeAustin K.Gra Ben'amin Franklin's Library, pp.39, 40, 

(New York, 19363; 85 roausTdXf- sale ir~idgway Library. 
14, Minutes of the Library Company of Philadelphia, March, 1785. 
15. Vid. Victor H.Paltsits in the bibliography of The Chronography 

of Manhattan Island by 1.N.Philps Stokes, VI, pp.233-235, 
T~ew York, 1928). 

Tr aduc tiii 
par Marthe DOMINJOUD. 

Pierre Eugkne Du Simit ikre - Premier biblio~hile am&ricain( --- - *) 

La bibliothBque de Pierre Eughne Du Simiti'ere fut, en Amdri- 
rique, llune des premieres B Btre consacree en gande partie B la 
science et B llhistoire naturelle. Ceci est interessant pour ceux 
qui 6tudient le 18me siecle am&ricain? car il s1agit de la collec- 
tion du fondateur du premier muske americain dfhistoire naturelle, 
appel6 Mus6e adricain. 

N.d.leR.: Pierre Eughne Du Simiti&re intdresse les Am6ricanistes 
suisses car il peut Qtre consid6r6 comme un pionnier du Musee de 
llIndien si l1on en croit le "Dictionary of American Biography, 
T.V, p.554, qui dit: "He was among the first to realize the impor- 
tance of gathering collections iliustrative of the American ~ndian, 
whom he regarded as dobmed to extinction by the inroads of Euro- 
peans". 

fvlonsieur Gustave Vaucher, wchiviste d 'Etat de la Rgpublique 
et Canton de GenBve, nous donne les renseignements suivants: 
"Pierre Euggne Ducimetikre est n6 le 18 septembre 1737 B Geneve et 
fut baptis6 au Temple Neuf le 29 septembre suivant. I1 dtait le 
fils de Jean-Henri Ducimetihre (souvent 6crit ~usirnetigre), ndgo- 
ciant qui faisait un cornmerce important avec les Indes orientales, 
et de Judith-Ulrique Cunsgonde Delorme. La carrikre artistique de 
ce Genevois est connue par un article publid darts: "Carl Brun : 
Dictionnaire des artistes suisses (S .K.L. ) , vol.IV, supplgment, 
p.127, Prauenfeld 1917. 



Du Simitikre, antiquaire, artiste, naturaliste, conservateur 
et bibliographe, naquit vers 1736 dans la Rdpublique de Genkve. I1 
6tait Suisse dtorigine selon son propre t6moignage bien qutil fut 
parfois considdr6 comme Italien ou Fran ais. I1 arriva trks jeune 
aux Antilles, probablement peu aprhs 17 D 0. Pendant une p6riode dlune 
dizaine d1ann6es il parcourut lea ?les en tous sens, r6coltant des 
doni?6es historiques, des specimens dlhistoire naturelle, collection- 
nant des monnaies et faisant des aquarelles de la flore et de la 
fame. Au cows de cette pdriode, Du Simitihre acquit une grande ai- 
sance de la langue anglaise. Ainsi, dks son arrivde B New York en 
1764 ou 1765, il 6tait pret B poursuivre sans interruption sa tgche 
de collectionneur. 

Du SimitiBre v6cut successivement et pendant de courtes p6- 
riodes 9. New York, Burlington, N.J., Philadelphie et Boston. Puis, 
en 1769, alors qufil dtait h New York, il acquit la nationalitd amd- 
ricaine. AprBs un bref s6jour dans cette dernihre ville, Du Simitigre 
s 'i~.s-t~CLla ddfinitivement B Philadelphie. I1 6tait d6 j& suff isamment 
corm. en 1768 pour avoir dtd dlu membre de lm'American Philosophical 
SocietyI1. De 1777 & 1781, il fut ltun des trois administrateurs de 
cette soci6td. Le Collkge de New Jersey lui confdra en 1781 le titre 
honoraire de "Master of ArtsIt. 

Du SimitiBre possddait un grand talent artistique et fut un 
excellent portraitiste. Pour des publications il fit des dessins tels 
que la vignette de la couverture du ilPennsylvania Magazinet1 de Robert 
Aitken, publi6 en 1775-76, et le frontispice du "United States IViaga- 
zinel1 de 1779. Nous poss6dons de lui un dessin dfune "Nouvelle ma- 
m n e  6le~trique'~ dans le troisi'eme numdro du ttPenns~lvania - Ma.lazinetl. 

En 1776, le comitd design4 pax le Congrbs pour cornm6morer, 
par un sceau national, la Ddclaration de lfInd6pendance, demanda sa 
collaboration. A ce propos John Adams, membre du comitd, dcrit & sa 
femme au su et de Du Simitibre une lettre dat6e de Philadelphie le 
14 aoQt 177 2 : 

I1Je fais partie dlun comit6 qui doit pr6parer le projet dtune 
mddaille d'or devant commdmorer la reddition de Boston aux arm6es 
am6ricaines et dfun autre comitd devant stoccuper des projets dtun 
grand sceau pour les 6tats confdd4rds. IL y a ici un personnage dfo- 
rigine frangaise, du nom de Du Simitiere,, peintre de profession, dont 
les dessins sont trhs habiles et bien executds. Son avis a 6t6 de- 
-d6. Je me suis present4 hier chez lui et jtai vu ses esquisses. 
Pour la m4daille il propose la Libert6 avec sa lance et son pileus, 
sf8p7uyant sur le G6ndral Washington. La flotte britamique dans le 
port de Boston, toutes poupes dirigees vers la ville, les troupes 
arn6ricaixes en prenant possession. Pour le sceau, il propose les ar- 
moirics des diverses nations qui ont peupld ltAm6rique: Anglais, X- 
coseals , Irl-andais , Hollandais , Allemands, etc . , chacune dans un 
6c~~son. Dtun c8t6 la Libert6 avec son pileus, de lfautre un cara- 
bixier en unif orme ayant un fusil dans une main, un tomahawk dans 
l'autre; cet unif orme et ces troupes avec ce genre df6quipement dtant 
propres h lfAm6rique, bien que lluniforme fut ddjh connu des Romains. 
Le Dr.Franklin mta montr6 hier un livre consacre aux uniformes de 
tous les soldats rouains, lfun dfeux paraissait exactement semblable. 
Ce M.du Simitihre est un Btre trhs dtrange. I1 a commencd m e  collec- 
tion de documents pour lfhistoire de cette rdvolution. I1 debuteavec 
les premikres factures des cargaisons de the. I1 d6coupe dans les 
journaux les informations et les conjectures et les colle sur du pa- 
pier blanc, les classant sous le nom de chaque &at auquel elles se 
rapportent et il a ltintention de les relier en volumes. I1 a me 



l i s t e  de toutes l e s  conjectures e t  pamphlets concernant 11ind6pen- 
dance e t  une au t re  l i s t e  de ceux r e l a t i f s  aux formes de gouvernement 

En 1779, Du Simitihre f i t ,  d 'aprbs nature,  un p o r t r a i t  de 
Washington. Ce p r o f i l  de Washington ressor t  & son avantage sur  l e  
ili;Jabington Cent of 1791tt e t  a 4t6 frapp6, par l a  s u i t e ,  su r  de 
nombreuses aut res  monnaies e t  mkdailles. Du Simit ikre f i t  Qgalement 
l e s  p o r t r a i t s  de plusieurs c616britds de son temps t e l l e s  que l e  
Baron Steuben, S i l a s  Deane, Joseph Read, Governor M o r r i s ,  General 
H o r a t i o  Gates, John Dickinson e t  Benedict Arnold. 

Du Simitihre d t a i t ,  en 1779, connu comme a r t i s t e  dans tous 
l e s  E t a t s  Unis. Le G6ndral Charles Lee, dans un acchs de fureur ja- 
louse envers l e  G6ndral Washington publia une s6 r i e  de ilQuestionsll ,  
b l h a n t  l a  personne de Washington. I1 d i t :  I t . .  .4e, S i ,  lorsque Monsr. 
Gerard e t  Don Juan de 1\Iorrelles envoygrent ces splendides p o r t r a i t s  
en pied de son Excellence l e  Ggneral Washington, il y a w a i t  eu 
quelque inconvenance 8. envoyer, au msme moment, B l e u r s  cows  res-  
p e c t i v e ~ ,  au riloins deux p e t i t e s  t & t e s  de Gates e t  Arnold par M. de 
Ciemetiere ?I1 Du Simit igre,  n6anmoins, d o i t  sa c6ldbri td au por- 
trait  q u t i l  f i t  de Washington. C1es t ,  en e f f e t ,  l e  premier p r o f i l  
connu de Washington. I1 f u t  probablement ex6cutd d1apr8s nature 
durant 1 hiver 1778-79. 

l a i s  Du Simit ihre f u t  dlabord e t  avant tout  un collect ion- 
new.  Une in teressante  anecdote l a i s sde  dans un memorandum par Mrs. 
Deborah Logan (provenant de Charles ~homson) montre l a  grande s o l l i -  
citude qu lava i t  Du Simit ihre pour l e s  oeuvres de valeur.  

I1Lorsque l e  Major AndrB Btait avec lfarmBe britannique h 
Phild.elphie, il r d s i d a i t  dans l a  demeure du Dr.Franklin qui g ava i t  
l a i s s 6  passablement de mobilier de meme que sa bibliothbque. Quand 
l l e m e m i  f u t  p rQt  & dvacuer l a  v i l l e ,  M.Du Simit ihre,  un I t a l i e n  
bien connu, protecteur des sciences e t  des beaux-arts, en r e l a t i o n  
avec Andr6, s e  prdsenta chee l u i  pour prendre conge e t  a t t i r e r  son 
a t t en t ion  afin que nu l le  i r rdgu la r i t 6  ne s o i t  comrnise l o r s  de l 1 a -  
bandon de l a  v i l l e ,  I1 trouva l e  Major dans l a  bibliothhque occupe 
iz emballer des l i m e s  e t  $L l e s  mettre dans ees propres bagages, en 
p a r t i c u l i e r  une oeuvre f r a n ~ a i s e  t r k s  r a r e  e t  prGcieuse, don, s i  je 
me souviens exactement, de Louis XVI ,  r o i  de France & l a  SocidtQ 
Philosophique e t  compos6e de nombreux volumes i n  1 2 ~ .  C t 6 t a i t  l 1 h i s -  
t o i r e  de Chine p a r  l e s  J6su i tes  e t  l eu r s  t raductions de l a  l i t tdra- 
tu re  chinoise publides aprbs l e u  expulsion de Chine e t  l e u r  re tour  
en France. Choque par ce procdd6, Du Simit ihre  l u i  c i t a ,  a f i n  quf il 
en t i r e  l a  conclusion, l a  digne e t  correcte conduite du gdn6ral 
hessois  Knyphausen l f6ga rd  de l a  maison e t  des biens du Ge'ndral 
Cadwalader- dont il avait-eu l a  possessionN. 

Par une l e t t r e  adressee au Gauverneur George Clinton, on 
peut avoir  une idde de l a  fagon dont Du S i m i t i h e  proc6dait pour 
f a i r e  ses  col lec t ions .  I1 adressa i t  m e  requete au gouverneur a f i n  
que ce dernier  l t a i d & t  r e c u e i l l i r  l e  matdriel  ngcessaire. Du Simi- 
t i h r e  f i t  de mgme b, l l a d r e s s e  de nonbreuses aut res  personnalites de 
son temps. 

I t Je - suh  reellement heureux de penser que l e s  documents que 
j ' a i  eu l l h o m e u r  dtenvoyer A. Votre Excellence l u i  ont 6td agreables 
e t  j e  puis l l a s s u r e r  que je me f e r a i  un t r b s  grand p l a i s i r  de l u i  
communiquer tout  ce qui  viendra & ma connaissance, cec i  6tant  l e  
moins que je puisse f a i r e  en re tour  pour l e s  e f f o r t s  de Votre Excel- 
lence & me procurer quelques-unes d.es precieuses cu r io s i t d s  de f eu  



Sir 1.Villia.m Johnson dont j'ai beaucoup entendu paler et qui seront 
les tr&s bien venues - nten doutez pas - car ma vaste collection est 
incomplQte en ce qui concerne cette branche particulihre de curiosi- 
tds indiennes qufil nla pas 6t6 en mon pouvoir de me procurer jusqu' 
ici; et c o m e  nulle autre personne ntest mieux qualifi6e que Votre 
Excellence pour un tel dessein, je ne doute pas que vos recherches 
soient couronn6es de succks ... 

"Depuis la derni8re visite de Votre Excellence, jlai consi- 
derablement augment6 ma collection de livres et documents amBricains 
et, bien que n'ayant pas quitt6 cette ville depuis quatre a.ns et de- 
mi, je me suis procurd de lt8tranger, par ltintermddiaire de rela- 
tions de differentes rggions, m e  documentation importante, mais je 
nlai rien regu de votre Etat bien que j 'eusse alors de grands es- 
poirs, particulikrelnent en la personne du Col.John Lamb qui Btait ma 
principale sDurce dtinforraations, mais il paraft avoir oubli6 notre 
ancienne amiti4 puisque je ntai reOu aucune rdponse B la lettre que 
je lui ecrivais en novembre dernier, oh je lui disais combien je se- 
rais heureux de recevoir des livres et documents, anciens et moder- 
nes, en hollandais ou en anglais, relatifs h llhistoire, la politi- 
que, les affaires indiennes de votre Etat. Je me pernets d1aj3uter 
en aide-m6moire des titres de livres dlauteurs hollandais que je ne 
possbde pas dans ma bibliothbque et dont quelques-uns pourraient, 
peut-&re, tomber entre les mains de Votre Excellence.. . " 

Du Simitibre mowut en octobre 1784 et fut enseveli au cime- 
tiere de St Pierre ii Philadelphie. En mars 1785, ses administrateum 
amoncbrent la vente du 1:Iuade amerlcain de Du SimitiBre . Les adminis-. 
trateurs Btaient deux personnalitds marquantes de 1 dpoque : Matthew 
Clarksoi? qui fut , par la suite, nomm6 ddl6gu6 au CongrBs des Etats 
Unis par 11Asse~ib16e de Pennsylvanie, et Ebenezer Hazard, directeur 
g6nBral des Postes des Etats Unis. Une affiche de 18%" par 24%-If fut 
imprimde, decrivant en detail les objets B. vendre. Lton y trouve 
trente-six lots divises en I1livres, monnaies, curiositds, dessins et 
gravures, herbiers et monnaies m6ricaines It. Sont ajout6s aux pre- 
miers les titres de volumes sur llarchitecture, almanachs et regis- 
tres, dictionnaires et grammaires, art, religion, gbographie, astro- 
nomie, science hdraldique, histoire, mathdmatiques, histoire naturel- 
le, physique et chirurgie, poGsie, voyages et histoire am6ricaineIf. 

Le 10 mars 1785, la tlLibrary C~inpany~~ de Philadelphie acheta, 
B une vente publique, pour une some de b104.6. de nombreux ouvrages, 
documents et esquisses de la collection Du Simitihre. Une liste ma--. 
nuscrite de vingt-deux pages, de journaux et pamphlets, achetde B 
cette vente, se trouve dans le volme ltDu Simitihre Scrapsl1. L1on 
ignore 0.3. sont all& quelques-uns des lots de la vente. Des lots 
mentionn6s sur ltaffiche de la vente, les num6ros 17,18,24,26,30 et 
31 appartieniient B la I1Library CompanyN de Philadelphie, actuelle- 
ment la ItRidgvvay Branch of the Free Librarytf de Philadelphie. La 
disposition initiale nlest plus intacte. Lton ignore 4galement oB 
sont all& les lots 32 et 36.  Lot 3, "Catalogues of Books and Cu- 
riousitiestl, represente probablement le volume manuscrit de Du Simi- 
tibre acquis par la Biblioth8que du CongrEs avec la "Peter Force 
CollectionN. 11s consistent en trois volumes in 120 Btiquet6s "ldemo- 
raadau contenant ses donn6es pour lthistoire qutil projetait, la 
genbse de sa collection, des domdes sur ses dessins, livres et au- 
tres sujets. De plus, la Bibliothhque du Congrks possQde de Du Simi-- 
tibre un uComon Place Booku (folio, in vellum) date d-e Philadelphie 
1770, contenant des documents non amdricains, et un folio "Letter 
Book of Du Simitihren avec notes sur feuilles mobiles, ins&rdes, et 
renfermant 68 pages de projets de lettres Bcrites en 1779-80 Q des 



personnages c8lkbres,  

I1 e s t  peu cer ta in  que tous l e s  l i v r e s  e t  documents catalo-- 
guks a i en t  f a i t  pa r t i e  de l a  bibliothkque priv6e de Du Simitikre.  
wobablement quelques-uns devaient 8 t re  venclus ou 6changds contre 
autre chose, I1 semble que Du Simitibre a i t  toujours manque' des 
fonds n6cessaires h l a  cons t i tu t ion  6.Iune grande bibliothkque, t e l l e  
q u t i l  l a  de ' s i ra i t .  Cependant, malgr6 l e s  d l f f i c u l t c ? ~ ,  il rasseribla 
une co l lec t ion  importante contenant plus dr-e mille dessins e t  gravu- 
res ,  des mi l l i e r s  de l i v r e s ,  pamphlets e t  manuscrits r e l a t i f s  aux 
sciences na ture l les ,  B 1 ' h i s t o i r e ,  8 l a  pol i t ique  e t  aut res  s u j e t s ,  
des centaines d 'gdi t ions  de journaux, des col lec t ions  de molmaies, 
mddailles, d l an t iqu i td s  indiennes e t  a f r ica ines ,  des f o s s i l e s ,  co- 
quil lages,  pd t r i f i ca t ions ,  bois ,  gcorces, f ~ u i t s  des Ant i l les  e t  du 
continent amgricain, e t c  . 

L a  bibliothkque de Du Simitikre k t a i t  certainement c e l l e  d 'un  
Earopken cul t iv6 ; e l l e  coli~prznait des ouvrages en f r a n ~ a i s ,  i t a l i e n ,  
allemand, l a t i n ,  holland-ais e t  en d l au t r e s  langues dont l e s  su j e t s  
a l l a i en t  de llastronomie e t  des math6matiques B l a  r e l i g i o n  e t  B l a  
philosophie occulte.  Cette bibliothkque d t a i t ,  en r 6 a l i t d 9  un l i e n  
culture1 en miniature entre l lAncien Monde e t  lfAmdrique coloniale.  
Du Simit ibre n l k t a i t  pas seulement en contact avec l e s  sciences e t  
l a  cul ture  eurog6eimes mais il ava i t  6galement une dtrange percep- 
t i o n  de l a  rnarche des Bvkneinents marquants dont il 6 t a i t  t8moin dans 
l e  Nouveau Monde r8volutionnaire.  Cela e s t  dvident non seulement par 
l e  choix de ses l i v r e s  e t  l t6c lec t i sme de ses  col lec t ions  de manus-- 
c r i t s ,  pamphlets e t  journaux, mais Bgalement par  ses  $of i t s  sc ien t i -  
fiques i l l u s t r 8 s  par ses  dtudes e t  col lec t ions  de mineraux e t  speci- 
mens de l a  f l o r e  e t  de l a  faune des Ant i l les  e t  des colonies,  oeuvre 
B laquel le  il se  consacra avec ferveur.  




